Document A
Letter to the Customs at Boston
Original Transcription
Thomas Rowe worked for the British Customs Service in Salem. He was accused of reporting Salem merchants for attempting to smuggle molasses by secretly removing it from a ship without paying the required duties (taxes). The following day he was attacked by a mob of Salem residents, including. Richard Derby, his son Elias Hasket, and Salem merchant, George Crowninshield. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Collector & Comptroller of Salem and Marblehead to the Commissioners of the Customs at Boston. 
Gentlemen, 
The Collector was informed this Morning that Cap. Phillip Sanders of the Schooner Neptune lately arrived from Guadeloupe & St. Eustatia who had partly discharged her Cargo, did last Evening about ten o-Clock after the ???? were locked and the Waiter was stepped home to see his Wife, who was very ill, find Means to open the Hatches and land sundry Casks of Molasses but was prevented proceeding any further, by the Waiters return together with the landwaiter. Upon which information the Collector Comptroller Surveyor thought proper this Morning about nine O’Clock to visit the Wharf where the Vessel lay, and inspect into the Matter; when they came there they found themselves surrounded  
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Surrounded by a large Mob with a flag flying, who gave out that they were in pursuit of the person who had given the Information respecting the Landing said Molasses and notwithstanding all the Endeavors of the Officers to quit them, continued to be very riotous for some time; but upon Declaration being made by Mr. Savage the Landwaiter, whom they supposed knew who the Informer was, that he was totally ignorant of the Matter, they went off. Upon which the Principal Officers not thinking it prudent, or consistent with the Good of the Service or their own Safety, to examine any further at that time as to the landing of the Molasses, came up to the Custom house it being then Office Hours; and whilst they were attending their duty, were alarmed by the Appearance of the aforesaid Mob, who had got in the Midst of them mounted in a hand-Cart drawn by some of their party, Thomas Rowe the Tide Waiter, who it seems they were told gave the first Information to Mr. Savage – they had tarred his Clothes all over, and then covered him with feathers, & pinned him into the Cart, and were carrying him thro’ the Town as a Spectacle of Infamy; - Stopping at all the Publick Offices, When they came to the Custom house they were desired
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Desired to release him, as being an Officer of the Customs and in the Exercise of his Duty, but said they would not till they had done with him, the most they could be prevailed on to do was, to promise they would not hurt him, and after carrying him to the extreme part of the town they released him, at the same time telling him he must not show his face again in this part; - They also stopped in their way at the House of Mr. James Grant late an Officer in the Army, and now employed as a trader in Town, a Gentleman of a respectable Character who they suspected had been an Informer in the Affair of the ???? Cargo from ??? ??? Neddham Master, which was ??? in February last but released by the Honorable Board, but said Gentleman having had Notice of their design against him had withdrawn himself. 
Since this Riot and Tumult has subsided the Surveyor and Searcher with the Landwaiter have been down on the Wharf, where the said Master and Owners of the Neptune having before acknowledged that they had landed Nineteen Casks of Molasses in the Night, provided the said Nineteen Casks to those Officers, and have deposited the same in a Warehouse to be forthcoming on Demand. They 
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They are not seized, or under our ????? conceiving it our Duty in this extraordinary Affair to take no further Steps without the Direction of the Honorable Board. 
We are with Respect Gentlemen
Your most obedient and faithful Servants. 
Signed: J. Fisher Collector 
John Mascarene Comptroller
Custom of Salem & Marblehead 
7th September 1768
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Document B
Crowninshield Distilling Account with Richard Derby 
Original Transcription
Richard Derby was a wealthy ship owner and merchant who traded and sold sugar and molasses from the West Indies. He also owned a Salem distillery where he used molasses to produce rum. This is an account of molasses (right side) used to produce rum (left side) for George Crowninshield, a Salem merchant and ship captain. Crowninshield may have exported this rum across the Atlantic Ocean to Europe or Africa, where it would be traded for enslaved people. It’s also possible he sold this rum locally or in other North American colonies. Note the bottom-left line, accounting for rum delivered by Crowninshield’s enslaved person.    

Dr: .. .. .. Capt. Geoe: Crowninshield his Distilling Acctt: with Richd: Derby .. .. Cr:
Left side
1765
Decr:	13	To.. Balla: of former Acctt: in Molasss: . . . . .					280 ¼
1766
July 	19	To.. 10 Gallo Rum, 1767 Octor 6 33 ½ Gallo: Rum ???		43 1/2	
1770
Augt	17	To.. 17 ½ Gallo Rum dd W. Collins 	. . . . . . . .		17 ½
		To.. 32/34 Gallo: Rum ddd: John Whitton . . . . . 		32 ¾
	22	To.. 14 hd: Rum 111 Gallo: . . . . . . . . . . . . 			111
Decr	7	To.. 31/34 Gallo: Rum dd: his Servant . . . . 			31 ¾
	22	To.. 30 Hd: Rum ?? 3300 Gallo: . . . . . . 			3300		3536 ½
												3816 ¾
1771 	Jany	To.. 31 ¾ Gallo: Rum dd his Negro . . . . . . 					31 ¾
												3848 ½ 
Right side
1766
July 19		By.. Sugar that made 10 Gallo Rum . . . . . . 		10
1768
Jany 1		By.. 212 Gallo: Molass: of John Prince . . . . . . 		212
1770 Nov 22	By.. 1 Hd Molass: 125 Gallo: Ntt . . . . . . .		125
Decr: 11	By.. 3300 Gallo: Molass: . . . . . . . . . . 			3300
									3647
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Document C
To Inform All Masters of Vessels 
Original Transcription
This notice was placed in The Boston Evening Post newspaper, January 2, 1764. It is “signed” by two officers of the British Customs Service in Salem. The notice directs captains who trade at non-British colonies in the West Indies to pay the required duties on rum, sugar, and molasses. It references the Molasses Act (“Act of the Sixth of his late Majesty King George the Second”), which merchants largely ignored. The Sugar Act was passed three months after this notice was published, on April 5, 1764.

Custom-House 
			December 26, 1763.
Port of Salem,  
Whereas it has been represented
to the Right Honorable the Lords Com-
missioners of his Majesty’s Treasury, that
many Vessels trading to the Plantations not
belonging to the King of Great-Britain, and 
returning with Cargoes of Rum, Sugar, and 
Molasses, have found Means to smuggle the
same into his Manjesty’s Colonies, without pay-
ing the King’s Duty. This is to inform all 
Masters of Vessels using the said Trade, that
they are herby strictly required on their 
Arrival here, to enter or report their Ships
and Cargoes at the Custom-House, when pro-
per Officers will be put on board such Vessels,
to see that the Act of the Sixth of his late 
Majesty King George the Second (imposing
a Duty on all foreign Rum, Sugar, and Mo-
lasses) be in all it’s Parts fully carried into
Execution. 
	By Order of the Surveyor-General,
		J. Cockle, Collector.
		J. Dowse, Surveyor & Searcher    
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Document C
112 Gallons of Rum to Hannah Pratt 
Original Transcription
Richard Derby was a Salem merchant, ship owner, and owner of a rum distillery in Salem. This is a receipt of rum purchased and received by Hannah Pratt. Pratt owned and operated a well-known tavern in Salem, the Blue Anchor in Town House Square. Pratt inherited the tavern from her mother, widow Margaret Pratt. 
Following the death of a husband, 18th century women gained a new level of economic freedom and responsibility. They had the power to hold and manage their own property and earnings. But some widows became working women out of necessity to support themselves and their families. Many were licensed to sell alcohol and did so from their homes, shops, or even outside as a form of “poor relief.” Some gained significant success, owning and operating popular public taverns.
 
						Salem Novr. 27th 1762
 Hanh 		Recd. of Richd: Derby 112 Gallo Rum the Excise of 
Pratt		which I am to be Accountable for being a Licensed
		Person in Salem in the County of Essex. Hannah Pratt. 
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Image Source
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Cusroy-House, December 26, 1763,

Whereas it has been reprefented

to the Right Honorable the Lords Com-
miflioners of his Majefty’s T reafury, thac
many Veffels trading to the. Plantations not
belonging to the King of Great-Britain, and
returning with Cargoes of Rum, Sugar, and
Molaffes, have found Means to fimuggle the
fame into his Majefty’s Colonics, without pay-
ing the King’s Duty.  T'it1s is to inform all
Mafters of Veffels ufing the faid Trade, thar
they are hereby ftritly required on their
Aurrival here, to enter or report their Ships
and Cargoes at the Cuftom-Houfe, when pro-
per Oflicers will be putonboard fuch 'V, effels,
to fee that the A& of the Sixth of his lare
MajeftyKing Geore e theSecond (impofing
a Duty on all Foreign Rum, Sugar, and Mo-
loffas) be in all its Parts fully carried into
Execution,
By Order of th: Surveyor-General,
R: Havrg,  Gullector,
N:Harcu, Comptroller.
C: Paxton, Surveyor.
B0 OO DI R
Custom-House, )
Port of Savrew,
Whereas it has been reprefented
to the Right Honorable the Lords Com-
miflioners of his Majetty’s Treafury, that
miany Veflels trading to the Plantations not
belonging to the King of Great-Britain, and
returning with Cargocs of Rum, Sugar, and
Molaffes, have found Means to fmuggle the
fame intohis Majefty’s Colonies, without pay-
ingthe King’s Duty. “1'uis isto informall
Maltersof Veflels ufing the faid "T'rade, that
they are hereby {rictly required on their
Arrival here, to enter or report their Ships
and Cargocsat the Cuftom-Houfe, when pro-
per Officers will be: put onboard fuch VefTels,
to fec that the At of the Sixth of his late
Majelty King G orG £ the Second (impofing
a Duty onall foreign Rum, Sugar, and Mo-
lafles) be in all it’s Parts fully carried into
Execution,
By Order of the Surveyor-General,
J. Cockre, Cilledtsr.
; J Dowseg, Surveyor & Searcher.
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Custon-Housk,
Port of FaLsouTn, December 26, 1763.

Whereas it has been reprefented

o t!le Right Honorable the Lords Com-
miflioners of his Majefty’s 'l‘rc:uiu‘y, that

} December 26, 176 3

Jnany Veflels trading to the Plantarions not

belonging to the King of Great-Britain, and
returning with Cargoes of Rum, Sugar, and
Molafles, have found Means to fmuggle the
fame intohis Majefty’s Colonies withont pay-
ing the King’s Duty.  "T'ius istoinform all
Maters of Veflels ufimg the faid Trade, that
they-are hereby ftrictly required on their
Aurival here to enter or report their Ships
and Cargoesat the Cuftom-Houfe, when pro-
per Officers will be put on board fuch Veflels,
to fee that the Ad of the Sixth of his late
Majefty King Gt or 6 1 the Second (impofing
a Dutyon all foreign Rum, Sugar, and Mo-
laffes) be in all it’s Pares fully carried into
Execution,
By Order of the Surveyor-General,
Fra.Warpo, Colletor &> Su

To be Jold by JAMES GRI

Cheap for Cafh,

Parcel of Saco Lumber, juft

landed ; a Parcel of Hoops according toLaw 3
Neaeafile Coals and Quart Bottles 3 Rice; Briflal
Beer s Vidonia Winey Glafs of all forts

/

for Win-
dows ; Nails of all fizes; Shect Lead, Bar Lead,
Shot ; the belt of Buidpars Cod Lines and Twine ;
Blue Paper for Sugar ers; Long Pipas an
Serges; Cabin Rugs & Blankets ; white Lead, and
Englifh s
Allo a SCHOONER, about Sixty Tuns Burthen,
aprime Sailer, (heathed, and every way fitted

for the feivan Trade.

A KT e
CharleTolon, &ontly-Caraling, Nov. t

We told, that two more women have been
murdered in or near the Wasaw fettlement 5 and
that the fears of the people there encreale ; appre-
hending a general Indian war, and that the Chero-
kees are the perpetrators of the late murders, not-
withftanding the Jevere chaftifement they have re-
ceived upon paper, and the horrors they have been
conftantly reprefented in, in confequence of it,

ANNAPOLIS, in Marylund, Dec. 1,

Thurfday laft an Account was brought'to Frede-
rick Town by Mr. James Patten, Thaton the 8th of
November the Indians haddone fome damage in the
Great Cove, where they [taid two Hours @ They
killed Clwiftopher Fidier, Charler Stewart, and
Thomas Query ; and burnt \V m, Nox ‘s Houfe, and
took himfcll and Family, eight in Namber Prifoners,
The Indians were abont 20 in Number, and were
purfiied by a Patry of 28 the Evening atter they had
done the Mifchief, and foilowed until Monduy Even-
ing, when itbegan to fnow, «nd covered their tracks,
Inthe Purfuic they difcovered a Clild (one of the
Eight) which they had murdered on their Retveat,

Philadelphiz. ODecember 15,

On Monday lalt Denujs Kilioye, the Coachman of
His Excellency Governor Franklin, who was fentenc-
ed to be hanged at Burlington for a Rape committed
on a Girl about 1§ Years of Age, was reprieved un-
der the Gallows, upon the Recommendation of the
Honourablethe Chief fultice, and fundry of the prin-
cipal Inhabitants of that City, who were of Opinion
that fomeCircumftances appear’dto be in his favour,

Estraétof a Letter from Winchefler, Nov. 26,

* It was fortunate that the Convoy returned to
Tadford, or they muft have perithed, at lealt fuffered
much in the Mountairs, fiom the decp Snow
Major Willon, with 5o Voluntiers, has marched to
reinforce the Efcort at Bedford, and 1 am forry to
acquaint you, that the Roads are again much in-
fefted by the Savages,”

‘We have fince learnt that the @bove mentioned
Convoy had a fecond Time fet. off for Pittfburgh,
having been reinforced with 150 Men, belides the
Voluntiers under Major Wilfon,

Extralt of a letter from Madvira, Ofs. vy,

““In the Night between the 12th and 13th Inft.,
was drove afhore upon the Rocks here, the Ship
Robert and Betty, Capt, Cottiman, bound from
Liverpool to South-Carolina, with about 246 Paf
fengers on board, Men, Women and Children, whao,
propofed to fettle upon the buck Frontiers of that
Proviuce ; there were only 26 People faved in all .
A melancholy Inftance this of the bad Conlequences
of trufting a Vefle) with an tproper Commander,
The Capt. was a worthlefs drunken Fellow and dur-
ing two Days he was heve, before the Accident hap-
pened, never moored his Veffel, but lay at a fingle
Anchor ; and without pasting his Cable, fhe fairly
ditive in, and was upoh the Rocks to the Faltward
of the Bay, before they Jet g0 afecond Anchor; for
tho’ our Road was full of fhipping, no Veffel that
was properly moored, fo muchas drove excepting a
finall Sloop from North-Carolina with Lumber, the
Kanger, Solomon Spanton, who parted an old rotten
Cuble of only 5o Fathom long, and driving foul of
another Vellel was cut adrift and came afhore allo,
but all the People were faved.”

NC WP P RIR, Decanber 10,

Friday laft Captain Montrefc pineer, arrived
here from Detroit, in 16 Days, and bronght the a-
grecable News, that the Indians unider the Command
of Pondiack, confilting of the Ottawas, Jibbeways,
Wiandots and Powtewattamies, being tired of the
War, (having Joft in the different Attacks of the
Fort, Vi and Row-Gallies, between go and a
100 of their bet Warriors) and fudying their pre-
fent Conveniency, being in Want of Ammunition,
and the hunting Seafon advancing, had applied to
Colonel Gladwin for PEACE 3 which he granted
them, upon Condition, that it was agreeable to tue
Commander in Chief of North-America, and that
they fhould bring in all their Prifor ers, which the
Indians immediately complied with and direétly
{ent into the Fort 17 Englifhmen

The Garrifon at Detroit was well fupplied with
every Thing neceflury till the fivtt of July nese, and
the Soldi 212 in Number, hearty and well ; us
they were alfo at all the Polts on the Road, Major
Rogers is arvived at Niagara, with 250 Men from
Detroit,

The fame day Major Moncvief arvived here fram
Niagara: He belongedto the Detaghment nuder the
Command of Maise Wilkins, deftined from Nitgara

for Detroit, aslately mentioned in the papers, by
whom we learn, Thaton the 7th ult, at 11 o'clock
at Night, 18 of their Boats loundered in Lake-
Eric, in « violeot Storm at . E, whigh caue on
fuddenly, by which Accident 0 b Men were
drown’d 5 in which Number was [ uvid{on,

of the Train, and 19 of his Men ;
Paynter, and Doctor Williams, of
‘rench Pilot,  The whole Detachmert «
ger of being loft, as tl
Shore was wore than half full of \s .
Means 50 odd Barrels of Provitior
nition but two Rounds a Man (v
faved in their Horns) and 2 £

tenant

were loft ; and that after holding a Council of War,
it was thought more pradent 6 retarn to Ning;u'a,
thun proceed to Detroit, without Ammunition, and
with very little Provifions : Thut Major of Brigade
Moncriefle, who was cary ing Omlers, from the :um-
mander in Chief, to Major Gladwin, underthe Efcort
of this Detachment, beingacquainted by Major Wil-
kins, of the Refolutions he had taken, wrote letter
to Major Gladwin, to acquaint him of it, that he
might tuke his Meafur accordingly, This Letter
he teut off the 12th of November, by two Hurons,
of the Village near Quebee ; which they delivered
with great “Fidelity the 18th, and in Confequence
Maj wdwin reduced his Garrifon to Two
Hund d Twelve Men, having Provifions fufli-
cient for that Number, and fent away the Detach-
wment of the g5th Regiment, Hopkins's Independent
Comparny, & Rogers's Volunteers Capt. Montrefor
left Detroit the 2oth of November with thefe Corps ;
and tho’ they had Intelligence thata large Body of
Indians intended to way-lay them, they arrived
fai at Niagara the 29th,
( Austher Account,

That on the t2th of O&ober lalt, Wappocomo-
guth, Chief of the Millifaque Indians, came under a
Flag of “T'ruce, to Major Gladwin at Detroit, to let
him know that none of his Band, had hitherto com-
mitted the lealt Holtilities, and that he was ufing all
Lis Influence, to reftore the Nations in Arms, to their
Senfes 3 that he had prevailed on moft of them, to
liften to his Arguments, and that thro’ him (their
Mediator) the Chippawas, Outawas, Wiandats, and
Pontiwatamies, feafible of their villainous Behaviour,
begged Forgiveness of what was palt, and defired
to be admitted to Council, to make their Submiffion,

‘That Major Gladwin, not having at this time a-
bove Fourteen daysprovifion in Store, liftened totheir
Overtares, tho' he looked upon it as an Artifice, to
Lall him for the Wister, and that it was their prefent
Neceflity, in the Article of Amumunition, a defire to
80 on their hunting Grounds for their WinterSubfif-
tence, with the Fear of Major Wilkins's Detachment
reaching Detroit, that induced them to thofe Mea~

fures,~ In Council, he told them, if they convinced

him of their Sincerity, all might be well again :
Hoftilities then ceafed, and many of them went to
their Hunting Grounds; Major Gludwin took that
Oppertunity to get Provifions in from the inhabi-
tants, and Wood for the Winter, i

Oni the 3oth of OGaber, a Courier artived at De-
troit, with a Letter from the French Officer com-
manding at Fort Chartres, on the Millifippi, toall the
Indians, advifing them to be at Peace, with their
Brothers the Englifh, as they were one People ; at
the fameTime, it contain’d an Invitation to them, to
remove with their Familics, to the Weltern Bank of
the Miflilippi, where they (hould have fine Hunting
Grounds, with an eafy and flourifhing Commerce.

A large Party of Indians, went from Detroit carly
this Fall, with great quantities of Beaver, to purchafe
Ammunition at New-Orleans, and it's thought their
future Temper, ina grevt Mcafure depends on the
Talk they may have with the Governor 3 and the
Means they may fall upon to procure Supplies,—
Mayor Gladwin continues upon his guard, and ex-
pecis the Renewal of Hoftilities in the Spring,

The weck before laft, an Inhabitant of Minifinclk,
being a Hunting for Deer, on the Welt Side of De-
Luware, fell in with a fingle Indian: They efpicd
euch other alimoft atan Inltant, imrediately tree'd,
and after exchanging feveral Shot, the Indian ima-
gined he had wounded lis Antagonift, and rufhed
in upon him with his Tomahawk ; but the White
Man, afterreceiving two defperate Woundsfrom the
Indian, knovk'd his Brains out with the End of his
mufket, cuthishead off, & bro'tit home intriumph,

N E W PORT, December 14,

Lalt Friday Nighta Gentleman was flopped near
Trinity Church, by three Men, one of whom held
him, while another robb’d him of his Pocket Book ;
and after taking out Forty-two Pounds gld Tenor,
threw thie Book in his Face, and went off. ‘The next
Duy thiee Men were apprchc.hdcd, on Sufp
committing the above Robbery, butfafter Lxami-
nation, rcquitted.—The Villuin who held the

had ona fhort red Coat, turn'd up'

leman from urrinam, informs ue, that
had been ved there from Cayenne,
‘ranfports from Franee, with 1000
b Familics, were aerived in order tofettle there «
- the Man of Wav which convoyed thofe
ports, on the 1 Dutch Ealt
ndin Ship, homeward- ¢ of which
had mutinied, killed ¢
the Commund of the

y difcovering the
Ldion of her and carvied
1e, where the reheliions Crew
ment,  We have no further Particu
that Affair,

day laft was mar.
of this Place, to
a youngr Lady
s which will rei
wl comlorty
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Custom-House, T
Part of SATEM. } December 26, 1763,

Whereas it has been reprefented
to the Right Honorable the Lords Com-
miflioners of his Majeﬂy’s Treafury, that
many Veflels trading to the Plantations not
belonging to the King of Great-Britain, and
returning with Cargoes of Rum, Sugar, aud
Molaffes, have found Means to fmuggle the
fame into his Majelty’s Colonies, without pay-
ingthe King’s Duty. ‘I'uis isto informall
Maltersof Veflels ufing the faid "T'rade, that
they are hereby ftriétly required on their
Arrival here, to enter or report their Ships
and Cargocsat the Cuftom-Houfe, when pro-
per Officers willbe put onboard fuch Veflels,
10 [ec that the At of the Sixth of his late
Majelty King G org £ the Second (impofing
a Duty onall foreign Rum, Sugar, and Mo-

lafles) be in all it’s’ Parts fully carried into
Execution,

By Order of the Surveyor-General,
J. Cockre, Cillettr.

J- Dowse, Surveyor & Searcher.
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